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SUB J : FIRESTONE EXECUTIVE'S BILBAO HOME DEMOLISHED BY 
PRESUMED ETA BOMB BLAST 

1. ON MARCH 20, A SUMMER HOME OUTSIDE BILBAO OWNED BY SPANISH 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS OF FIRESTONE WAS BLOWN UP IN AN 
EXPLOSION WHICH ALSO DEMOLISHED ADJOINING HOUSE. THERE WERE 
NO INJURIES, BUT PROPRIETORS OF ADJOINING HOUSE WERE OBLIGED 

AT GUNPOINT TO ACCOMPANY THREE UNKNOWN YOUTHS AWAY FROM HOUSE 
IN CAR PRIOR TO BLAST AND WERE LEFT UNHARMED ON SUBURBAN STREET. 

2. FIRESTONE HAS BEEN OBJECT OF A NASTY AND PROTRACTED 
STRIKE DURING PAST TWO MONTHS WHICH STILL UNRESOLVED. STRIKE, 
WHICH COMMENCED OVER A COMPLEX OF WAGE DEMANDS AND WORKER 
REPRESENT ATIVITY ISSUES, THEN BECAME EMBITTERED WHEN FIRESTONE 
FIRST LOCKED OUT AND THEN FIRED 3,500 WORKERS, OR ITS ENTIRE 
INDUSTRIAL WORK FORCE. WHEN FIRESTONE SUBSEQUENTLY INDICATED 
WILLINGNESS TO READMIT WORKERS, IT REFUSED TO ADMIT 15 RING- 
LEADERS. THEREFORE STRIKE HAS CONTINUED WITH WORKERS DEMANDING 
READMISSION ALL FIRED WORKERS AND FIRESTONE STILL REFUSING 
WHILE ISSUE HAS GONE TO LABOR COURT FOR RESOLUTION. MEANTIME 
STRIKE HAS BEEN RELATIVELY EFFECTIVE WITH PERMANENT POLICE 
GUARD OUTSIDE FACTORY, AND REPORTED THREATS OF INTIMIDATION 
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TOWARDS THOSE WORKERS WHO HAVE WANTED TO GO BACK TO WORK. 
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3. COMMENT: INDICATIONS POINT TO ETA AS LIKELY PERPETRATORS 
OF EXPLOSION AND TEMPORARY KIDNAPPING OF RESIDENTS OF ADJOIN- 
ING HOUSE. IT APPEARS ETA MIGHT BE SEEKING TO CAPITALIZE ON 
LONG-SMOLDERING FIRESTONE STRIKE BOTH TO GRAB HEADLINES AGAIN, 
ATER A PERIOD OF RELATIVELY LITTLE PRESS ATTENTION, AND 

ALSO TO SEEK POSSIBLE SUPPORT IN LABOR SPHERE BY INSERTING ITSELF 
IN LABOR DISPUTE WHERE IT MIGHT ACHIEVE SOME POPULARITY AMONG 
THE WORKERS, ALTHOUGH THIS IS A DOUBLE-EDGED DANGEROUS TACTIC 
WHICH COULD BACKFIRE ON ETA. 

4. DESPITE STALEMATE OVER LONG-SMOLDERING FIRESTONE STRIKE, 
ELSEWHERE IN SPAIN THERE HAS BEEN A NOTABLE DIMINUTION IN 
INTENSITY AND FREQUENCY OF STRIKE ACTIVITY DURING PAST FEW 
WEEKS. THIS IS NOW PARTICULARLY NOTICEABLE ON EVE OF SPANISH 
EASTER WEEK WHEN MOST INDUSTRIAL AND OTHER ACITIVITY NORMALLY 
COMES TO A STANDSTILL. 
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